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From the Executive Director

Dear colleagues and friends,

This week we have been really interrogating the draft research form THEOS and working
closely with State of Life to establish the case study cathedrals they will want to work with.
The draft work from THEOS tells such a story of plurality in our cathedrals and a phrase that
has stuck with me from the report is ‘sanctuaries of stillness and wellbeing’. In places that
are called to be so many things; places of worship, community gathering spaces, places of
learning and outreach, spaces to minister to those most in need, places of cultural access
and commercial event spaces, there is something powerful in the reminder of our calling to
be places of stillness, where people can encounter God.

The Heritage Alliance this week published their latest insight report, ‘From Local to Global;
the power of heritage in a changing world’ and you can access the report here:
https://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/our-work/publications/from-local-to-global/ In the
report is a section on sharing UK expertise globally which highlights the Wren Institute at St
Pauls.

Warm wishes,

Anna Pitt
Executive Director, Association of English Cathedrals


https://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/our-work/publications/from-local-to-global/

1. Your AEC National Cathedral Conference Update
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We have created space in the conference programme for different groups to meet
independently. So far we are making space available for College of Deans, CAFA, Canon
Precentors, SNEMs, Cathedrals Plus (Education, Outreach, Volunteer Managers and
Visitor Experience) and Canons General. If there are any other groups interested in
meeting please do make contact.

2. Vacancies and Appointments

Vacancies: Don’t forget to share your vacancies with us. We will circulate them in this
newsletter for interest, and importantly we add them to the CAFA website.

Carlisle Cathedral are looking to appoint members to their FAC. More information here:
https://carlislecathedral.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Candidate-Information-
Pack-Member-of-the-FAC-March-2026.pdf

Rochester Cathedral is looking to appoint an Interim Assistant Director of Music & Sub
Organist (1 year September 2026-August 2027) and a part time Assistant Verger (20
hours pw). You'll find further details here: https://www.rochestercathedral.org/work-
with-us

Appointments:

The Revd Jonathan Bish, currently Vicar of the United Benefice of Batley in the Diocese
of Leeds, has been appointed Canon Precentor at Lichfield Cathedral. He will be
installed on 7 June 2026.

3. News from the: Communications Support Project Board

We welcomed Cath Coates from Carlisle Cathedral to our Communications Support
Project Board quarterly meeting this week after her successful talk to cathedral
communicators at our monthly comms drop last week. She shared Carlisle’s Divine Light
journey, detailing how they had made the most of the opportunities presented by the
campaign (which they won), the team work, the new partnerships forged, and the
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initiatives - including a new Sacred Light tour turned round and launched in just three
days.

A two page review of the campaign alongside Janet Gough’s latest volume, Divine Light
(on which the campaign was based), appeared in Stained Glass, the quarterly magazine
of the Stained Glass Association of America this week.

Janet Gough is available to talk to cathedrals on her latest book - she will be at Lichfield
Cathedral next month. If you are interested in booking her, contact her directly
janet@janet-gough.com

Associated Press is exploring the idea of creating a short reel/film in one of our
cathedrals (preferably southern based) around the concept of putting forward the clocks
- combining the physical action of moving the clocks with a short interview about
time/passage of time/meaning - if this is something you’d like to explore further -
jane.bower@englishcathedrals.co.uk

Peregrines - let us know peregrine news as soon as you do. Email
ashley@knifebox.co.uk

Thanks, as always, to all those involved in making time and space to accommodate
media inquiries, | know how busy and time-consuming that can be.

Events - please send through information regarding your events, exhibitions and special
services. The AEC events page attracts over 2.5k visitors every month. You can keep us
updated via our Event Capture Form. We love to showcase the vast array of events
taking place across our network with the aim of amplifying your event and driving more
people there and to your website. The form is quick and easy to complete - and please
remember to include an image or two. Thank you!

4. Arts in Cathedrals Advisory Board
Latest opportunities from our arts curator, Jacquiline Creswell

The Royal Society of Sculptors need a place to host their Summer Exhibition. Open Call is
currently in progress, so no idea on numbers or detail of pieces. Dates are flexible.
There will be no or very limited costs for the cathedral. They would arrange the
transport and installation as well as sorting out loan agreements. They would also
provide a hand held guide for visitors to the cathedral.

The RSS is currently working with Brompton Chapel for a display marking International
Women'’s Day here. So be confident that they can work in our spaces.

A reminder to smaller cathedrals that that these works are available for tour too:

e Halima Cassell - Virtues of Unity
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5.

® Ben Edge — Two works are available from this work Children of Albion

® Renaud Muraire — Sacred Resonance

Do get in touch with Jacquiline to find our more and/or express interest:

jacquiline@visualartsadvisor.org

Interesting Reports & Information

Invitation to CMT/AEC Webinar - Following last month’s successful session on
fundraising for music, we are delighted to invite you to a webinar exploring strategies for
chorister recruitment.

Date: Wednesday 18 March, Time: 12:00pm

The aim is to explore successful recruitment strategies for different models (multiple
school or day/boarding choir school) and to discuss how challenges might be addressed.

Our panel

Ronny Krippner, Director of Music at Ripon Cathedral will introduce Project Phoenix,
which has seen a six-fold increase in boy choristers and a doubling of the numbers of girl
choristers since 2021.

Edmund Aldhouse and Sarah MacDonald from Ely Cathedral will present strategies for
recruiting choristers to their day/boarding choir school model.

Stephen Mannings will offer insight into ways in which Liverpool Cathedral’s school
singing programme becomes a pathway to choristership.

Kenneth Boyd from the National Youth Choir of Scotland (NYCoS). NYCoS offers a wide
range of singing opportunities for children and young people from birth to the age of 25.
We will have a chance to explore what the cathedral music sector can learn from
NYCoS’s approach to recruitment and engagement.

Join the webinar here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81270375408?pwd=mWoCg3VaHBO1X0OX9eQJFtDwWKxUAmML
e.

Community Safety trust (CST) are running a series of free webinars directed at those
responsible for security in places of worship, including further training on Martyn’s Law
and Security Minded Communications. Please find more info here:
https://bit.ly/SAFEZoomHub

For those hosting any of Luke Jerram’s Planet Installations, you may be interested to
know that Cathedral Isle of Man commissioned prayer cards, in collaboration with Dee
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Dyas. These were produced with a view to accessibility, and therefore are not specific to
the Isle of Man and could be used in other contexts. If you would like more information
please contact Rosemary Clarke (at Cathedral Isle of Man) -
rosemary.clarke@googlemail.com

The Charity Tax Group have worked with KPMG to provide some guidance on Creative
Sector Relief for charities putting on exhibitions or hosting concerts,and this therefore
may be of interest to CFO colleagues: https://www.charitytaxgroup.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026-01-KPMG-Creative-sector-reliefs.pdf

Similarly they have also worked with Moore Kingston Smith to provide guidance on Gift
Aid and Subsidiary Companies which can be found here:
https://www.charitytaxgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026-01-MKS-Gift-Aid-

Article.pdf

The Association of British Theological and Philosophical Libraries are running the
following seminar:

23.3.26 15:00 Dr Gudrun Warren : Theological Libraries : A Cathedral Perspective

Find out about the challenges and opportunities of working in cathedral libraries, which
incorporate modern theological and historic collections in a location that is a place of
worship but also a visitor attraction.

Libraries of Faith: A Cathedral Perspective Tickets, Monday, Mar 23 from 3 pm to 4 pm
GMT | Eventbrite

6. Don’t Forget...

The CAFA website is an excellent portal for the storage of bespoke and template
policies, job descriptions and plans. Any number of colleagues from your cathedral can
register for free: https://cathedralcafa.org/request-login/

Stay Connected

Have news to share in next week’s edition? Let us know by Wednesday at midday.
Contact: Anna Pitt — anna.pitt@englishcathedrals.co.uk

Visit the AEC website for the latest news from your fellow cathedrals.

Follow us on social media.
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